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(wherein represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which comprises 
carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 
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N 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group), removing all carbamate groups from this compound, 
alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring in the resulting compound to give the compound 
represented by Formula (II), and converting this compound into a fumarate salt, wherein the compound represented 
by Formula (I) is carbamated in the presence of a cyclic ether or a carboxylic ester. This method enables efficient 
preparation of high-quality erythromycin derivatives. 



2 



EP 1 314 737 A1 

Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 [0001] The present Invention relates to a method for preparation of erythromycin derivatives. 
BACKGROUND ART 



[0002] The compound represented by Formula (II): 



w 



15 



20 



25 



RiQ 




(II) 



''OMe 



30 



35 



(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group) is described 
in, for example, JP 6-56873 A and JP 9-1 00291 A. These compounds are known to have the ability to enhance move- 
ment of the digestive tract. 

[0003] Methods for preparation of this compound are found in, for example, JP 6-56873 A, Bioorg. & Med. Chem. 
Lett., vol. 4(11), 1347 (1994) and JP 9-100291 A. 

[0004] However, the preparation methods found in JP 6-56873 A and Bioorg. & Med. Chem. Lett., vol. 4(11), 1347 
(1994) are difficult to implement for industrial purposes because they involve many steps and repeatedly use column 
chromatographyforpurification.jp 9-1 00291 A teaches an improved method for preparing the compound of the present 
invention, represented by Formula (II): 



40 



45 



50 



N 




(H) 



"OH 
'OMe 



55 



(wherein represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which over- 
comes the above problems associated with the preparation methods found in JP 6-56873 A and Bioorg. & Med. Chem. 
Lett., vol. 4(11), 1347 (1994). This publication discloses a method in which a compound corresponding to Compound 
5 of the present invention is carbamated in the presence of toiuene to prepare a compound corresponding to Compound 
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6 of the present Invention. It also discloses a method in which a compound corresponding to Compound 6 of the present 
invention is catalytically hydrogenated under a hydrogen atmosphere using a palladium-carbon catalyst to prepare a 
compound corresponding to Compound 7 of the present invention. Further, it discloses a method in which a compound 
corresponding to Compound 8 of the present invention is dissolved in methanol together with fumarate and then crys- 
5 tallized by addition of isopropanol to prepare crystals of a fumarate salt of Compound 8 according to the present 
invention. Furthermore, it discloses a method in which crystals of a fumarate salt of Compound 8 according to the 
present invention are dissolved in methanol, followed by addition of isopropanol to prepare purified crystals of a fuma- 
rate salt of Compound 8 according to the present invention. 

10 DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] Starting with a compound corresponding to Compound 5 of the present invention, carbamation in the solvent 
described in JP 9-1 00291 A involves a problem of slow reaction and extended time for completion of the reaction and 
also involves a problem of complicated and inefficient procedures because the solvent should be replaced by a water- 

15 immiscible solvent such as ethyl acetate to extract a reaction product, i.e., a compound corresponding to Compound 
6 of the present invention. Likewise, in a case where a compound corresponding to Compound 6 of the present invention 
is catalytically hydrogenated under a hydrogen atmosphere using a palladium-carbon catalyst, this method involves a 
problem that the reaction product may be decomposed because the reaction mixture becomes acidic during the reac- 
tion. Further, in a case where a compound corresponding to Compound 8 of the present invention is dissolved in 

20 methanol together with fumarate and then crystallized by addition of isopropanol, this method involves a problem that 
the resulting crystals are difficult to dry and highly impure. Furthermore, in a case where crystals of a fumarate salt of 
a compound corresponding to Compound 8 of the present invention are dissolved in methanol, followed by addition 
of isopropanol to prepare crystals of a fumarate salt of a compound corresponding to Compound 8 of the present 
invention, this method involves a problem that the resulting crystals are difficult to dry and highly impure. 

25 [0006] The present invention was made in view of the problems stated above and aims to provide an efficient method 
for preparing erythromycin derivatives. It also aims to provide a method for preparing erythromycin derivatives of high 
quality. 

[0007] As a result of extensive and intensive efforts made to achieve the above aims, the inventors of the present 
invention found an efficient method for preparing erythromycin derivatives and completed one aspect of the present 
30 invention. Also, the inventors of the present invention found a method for preparing erythromycin derivatives of high 
quality and completed another aspect of the present invention. 

[0008] Namely, the present invention relates to a method for preparing a fumarate salt of a compound represented 
by Formula (II): , 



(wherein R., represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which com- 



35 



45 



40 



50 




prises: 



55 



carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 
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Me*., Me 
N 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) to give a compound represented by Formula (111): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 repre- 
sents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound represented 
by Formula (IV): 




(wherein R-, represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 

alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring in the compound represented by Formula 
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(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); and 

converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt; 

wherein the compound represented by Formula (I) is carbamated in the presence of a cyclic ether or a carboxylic 
ester to give the compound represented by Formula (III). 

[0009] The present invention also relates to a method for preparing a fumarate salt of a compound represented by 
Formula (II): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which com 
prises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 



Mev. 'Me 
N 




(wherein R n represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) to give a compound represented by Formula (Ml): 
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15 
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, "OH 
< 'OMe 



(HI) 



20 



(wherein R n represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 repre- 
sents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound represented 
by Formula (IV): 



25 



30 



35 




, '"OH 
t)Me 



(IV) 



40 



45 



(wherein R t represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 

alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring in the compound represented by Formula 

(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); and 

converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt; 

wherein the carbamate groups of the compound represented by Formula (III) are removed in the presence of 
sodium bicarbonate to give the compound represented by Formula (IV). 

[0010] In addition, the present invention relates to a method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound 
represented by Formula (II): 



50 



55 
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(II) 



(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which com- 
prises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 



N 
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sents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound represented, 
by Formula (IV): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 

alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring in the compound represented by Formula 
(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); 

converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt to give a f umarate salt of the compound; 
and 

crystallizing the fumarate salt from an alcohol-containing solvent; 

wherein the crystal is obtained by crystallization from isopropanol. 
[0011] Further, the present invention relates to a method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound 
represented by Formula (II): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which com- 
prises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 
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Me^.Me 
N 




(wherein R n represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) to give a compound represented by Formula (III): 




(wherein R t represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 repre- 
sents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound represented 
by Formula (IV): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) ; 
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alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3*-position of the desosamine ring in the compound represented by Formula 
(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); 

converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt to give a fumarate salt of the compound; 
crystallizing the fumarate salt from an alcohol-containing solvent to give a crystal; and 
recrystallizing the crystal from an alcohol-containing solvent; 

wherein the crystal is recrystallized from isopropanol. 
[001 2] Furthermore, the present invention relates to a method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound 
represented by Formula (II): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which com- 
prises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 



Mev. K1 .Me 
N 




(wherein F^ represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) to give a compound represented by Formula (III): 
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(wherein represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 repre- 
sents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound' represented 
by Formula (IV): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 

alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring in the compound represented by Formula 
(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); 

converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt to give a fumarate salt of the compound; 
crystallizing the fumarate salt from an alcohol-containing solvent to give a crystal; and 
recrystallizing the crystal from an alcohol-containing solvent; 

wherein the crystal is recrystallized from isopropanol and then from a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent. 
[0013] The present invention also relates to a method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound 
represented by Formula (II): 
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(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which com- 
prises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 



Me.. .Me 
N . 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) in the presence of a cyclic ether or a carboxylic 
ester to give a compound represented by Formula (III): 
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(wherein represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 repre- 
sents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 repre- 
sents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group) in the presence of sodium bicarbonate to give a compound repre- 
sented by Formula (IV): 




(wherein R n represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) ; 

crystallizing a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) from isopropanol to give a crystal of the 
fumarate salt of the compound; and 

recrystallizing the crystal from isopropanol and the from a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent. 
[0014] The present invention also relates to a method for preparing a compound represented by Formula (III): 
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(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 represents 
a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group), which comprises carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 



Me- . -Me 
N 




(wherein R n represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) in the presence of a cyclic ether or a carboxylic ester. 
[0015] In addition, the present invention relates to a method for preparing a compound represented by Formula (IV): 
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(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group), which comprises removing all carbamate groups from 
a compound represented by Formula (III): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 represents 
a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group) in the presence of sodium bicarbonate. 

[0016] The present invention also relates to a method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound 
represented by Formula (II): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which comprises 
crystallizing a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) from isopropanol. 

[0017] In addition, the present invention relates to a method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound 
represented by Formula (II): 
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10 



15 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which comprises 
recrystallizing a crystal of a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) from isopropanol. 
20 [0018] Further, the present Invention relates to a method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound 
represented by Formula (II): 




~ 40 (wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which comprises 
recrystallizing a crystal of a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) from isopropanol and then from 
a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent. 

[0019] Furthermore, the present invention relates to a method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound 
represented by Formula (II); 



50 



55 



17 



EP 1 314 737 A1 



10 



15 
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(II) 



(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which comprises 
crystallizing a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) from isopropanol to give a crystal of the 
20 fumarate salt of the compound, and recrystallizing the crystal from isopropanol and then from a mixed methanol/iso- 
propanol solvent. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

25 [0020] The following terms used herein are intended to have the meanings shown below, unless otherwise specified. 
[0021] A lower alkyl group refers to a linear orbranched C,-C 6 alkyl group, including a methyl group, an ethyl group, 
an n-propyl group, an isopropyl group, an n-butyl group, a sec-butyl group, a tert-butyl group, a pentyl group and a 
hexyl group. 

[0022] The lower alkyl group in R-, is preferably a methyl group, an ethyl group, an n-propyl group or an isopropyl 
30 group, and particularly preferably a methyl group. 

[0023] The lower alkyl group in R 2 is preferably a methyl group, an ethyl group, an n-propyl group or an isopropyl 
group, and particularly preferably an isopropyl group. 

[0024] A chloroformate refers to an alkyl chlorocarbonate, including methyloxycarbonyl chloride, ethyloxycarbonyl 
chloride, 2-phenylethyloxycarbonyl chloride, tert-butyloxycarbonyl chloride, vinytoxycarbonyl chloride, allyloxycarbonyl 

35 chloride, p-methoxybenzyloxycarbonyl chloride, p-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl chloride and benzyloxycarbonyl chloride. . 
[0025] A carbamate group refers to an alkyl carbonate group, including a methyloxycarbonyl group, an ethyloxycar- 
bonyl group, a 2-phenylethyloxycarbonyl group, a tert-butyloxycarbonyl group, a vinyloxycarbonyl group, an allyloxy- 
carbonyl group, a p-methoxybenzyloxycarbonyl group, a p-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl group and a benzyloxycarbonyl 
group. The carbamate group in R 3 and R 4 is preferably a benzyloxycarbonyl group, a p-methoxybenzyloxycarbonyl 

40 group or an allyloxycarbonyl group, and particularly preferably a benzyloxycarbonyl group. 

[0026] Examples of alcohols include methanol, ethanol, n-propanol, i-propanol, n-butanol, sec-butanol, t-butanol, 
pentanol, hexanol, cyclopropanol, cyclobutanol, cyclopentanol, cyclohexanol; ethylene glycol, 1 ,3-propanediol, 1 ,4-bu- 
tanediol and 1 ,5-pentanediol. 

[0027] An alcohol-containing solvent refers to a solvent comprising one or more alcohols. Examples include isopro- 

45 panol and a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent. 

[0028] "One-pot" means that in a series of reactions, each reaction product is provided for the next reaction without 
isolation and purification. The one-pot reaction defined here encompasses not only a series of reactions conducted in 
a single reaction vessel, but also a series of reactions conducted in a plurality of reaction vessels (e.g., by transferring 
the reaction mixture from one vessel to other) without isolation and purification. Preferably, the one-pot reaction is 

50 conducted in a single reaction vessel. 

[0029] As used herein, "-fold amount" relative to a material is intended to mean a weight-to-weight ratio relative to 
the material. For example, 2-fold amount relative to a material means a 2:1 weight-to-weight ratio relative to the material. 
In a case where a target to be compared is a fluid such as a solvent, "-fold amount" relative to a material is intended 
to mean a volume-to-weight ratio of the fluid to the material. For example, 2-fold amount of a solvent relative to a 

55 material means a 2:1 volume-to-weight ratio of the solvent (e.g., 2 liter).to the material (e.g., 1 kg). 
[0030] In turn, the preparation method of the present invention will be described below. 

[0031] In one embodiment, the preparation method of the present invention comprises a first step of carbamating a 
compound represented by Formula (I) to give a compound represented by Formula (III), a second step of removing all 
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w 



15 



carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound represented by Formula (IV), 
a third step of alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3*-position of the compound represented by Formula (IV) to give a 
compound represented by Formula (II), a fourth step of converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a 
fumarate salt to give a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II). and a fifth step of recrystallizing 
the fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) to give a purified crystal of the fumarate salt of the 
compound represented by Formula (II). In another embodiment, the preparation method of the present invention com- 
prises the first, second, third and fourth steps mentioned above. In another embodiment, the preparation method of 
the present invention comprises the first, second and third steps mentioned above. In another embodiment, the prep- 
aration method of the present invention comprises the first step mentioned above. In another embodiment, the prep- 
aration method of the present invention comprises the second step mentioned above. In another embodiment, the 
preparation method of the present invention comprises the fourth step mentioned above. In a final embodiment, the 
preparation method of the present invention comprises the fifth step mentioned above. 

[0032] In the case of involving the first and second steps in the preparation method of the present invention, these 
first and second steps are preferably conducted in one-pot. Likewise, in the case of involving the second and third 
steps, these second and third steps are preferably conducted in one-pot. In the case of involving the third and fourth 
steps, these third and fourth steps are preferably conducted in one-pot In the case of involving the fourth and fifth 
steps, these fourth and fifth steps are preferably conducted in one-pot. 

[0033] An example of the preparation method of the present invention will be illustrated below. 
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Reaction Scheme 1 
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35 
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Me.^ 

]\O*^0r+ Purification q* 
p;o Fifth step R '° 




Me.^Rz 

HC Yx 



Fumarate salt of 
Compound 4 



Purified fumarate salt of 
Compound 4 



45 [0034] In line with Reaction Scheme 1 , an explanation will be given below for each step. 

[0035] First, Compound 1 as a compound represented by Formula (I) is reacted with a chloroformate under basic 
conditions to give Compound 2 as a compound represented by Formula (III) (first step). The chloroformate used in 
carbamation is preferably benzyloxycarbonyl chloride, p-methoxybenzyloxycarbonyl chloride or allyloxycarbonyl chlo- 
ride, and particularly preferably benzyloxycarbonyl chloride. 

so [0036] Examples of a base available for use include inorganic bases such as sodium bicarbonate, potassium car- 
bonate and sodium hydroxide, and tertiary amines such as triethylamine and diisopropyiethylamine. Preferred are 
inorganic bases, more preferred are sodium bicarbonate and potassium carbonate, and particularly preferred is sodium 
bicarbonate. 

[0037] Any solvent may be used as long as it does not affect the reaction, including aromatic hydrocarbon solvents, 
55 carboxylic esters and ethers. Preferred are carboxylic esters and ethers, and more preferred are carboxylic esters. A 
preferred aromatic hydrocarbon solvent is toluene. Examples of carboxylic esters include ethyl formate, methyl acetate, 
ethyl acetate, isopropyl acetate and ethyl propionate, with acetic esters being preferred and with ethyl acetate being 
more preferred. Preferred ethers are cyclic ethers. Examples of cyclic ethers include oxirane, tetrahydrofuran, tetrahy- 
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dropyran and dioxane, with tetrahydrofuran being preferred. The solvent used for carbamation is preferably toluene, 
tetrahydrofuran or ethyl acetate, more preferably tetrahydrofuran or ethyl acetate, and particularly preferably ethyl 
acetate. 

[0038] The reaction temperature usually ranges from about 0°C to 1 20°C, preferably 20°C to 11 0°C, more preferably 
5 40°C to 80°C, particularly preferably 45°C to 70°C. 

[0039] The reaction time usually ranges from about 0.5 to 12 hours, preferably 0.5 to 10 hours, more preferably 0.5 
to 3 hours. In this step, the chloroformate is generally used in an amount of 5 to 15 equivalents, preferably 7 to 13 
equivalents, more preferably 8 to 12 equivalents, particularly pref erably 1 0 to 12 equivalents, relative to the compound 
represented by Formula (I). 

w [0040] In this step, the base is generally used in an amount of 5 to 18 equivalents, preferably 7 to 15 equivalents, 
more preferably 9 to 12 equivalents, relative to the compound represented by Formula (I). 

[0041] All carbamate groups are removed from Compound 2 as a compound represented by Formula (III) to give 
Compound 3 as a compound represented by Formula (IV) (second step). Removal of carbamate groups is accom- 
plished by a standard deprotection reaction. Examples of such a deprotection reaction include catalytic hydrogenation 

15 and acid treatment. Preferred are catalytic hydrogenation in the presence of a palladium-carbon catalyst, treatment 
with an organic acid such as formic acid, acetic acid, propionic acid, oxalic acid or fumaric acid, and treatment with an 
inorganic acid such as hydrochloric acid or phosphoric acid. Particularly preferred is catalytic hydrogenation in the 
presence of a palladium-carbon catalyst. In a case where a palladium-carbon catalyst is used in the deprotection 
reaction, this catalyst is generally used in a 0.01- to 1.0-fold amount, preferably in a 0.1- to 0.5-foid amount, more 

20 preferably in a 0.13- to 0.39-fold amount, relative to the compound represented by Formula (I) used in the first step. 
Catalytic hydrogenation is preferably performed under basic conditions. Examples of a base available for this purpose 
include inorganic bases such as sodium bicarbonate, potassium carbonate and sodium hydroxide, and tertiary amines 
such as triethylamine and diisopropylethylamine. Preferred are inorganic bases, more preferred are sodium bicarbonate 
and potassium carbonate, and particularly preferred is sodium bicarbonate. 

25 [0042] As a hydrogen source, hydrogen, ammonium formate or the like may be used. In a case where hydrogen is 
used as a hydrogen source, catalytic hydrogenation may be performed under pressure, preferably at a pressure of 
about 0.01 to 1 .0 MPa, more preferably 0.05 to 0.5 MPa. Any solvent may be used as long as it is inert to the reaction, 
preferably including alcohol solvents and ester solvents. More preferred are methanol, ethanol and ethyl acetate, and 
particularly preferred is methanol. The reaction temperature usually ranges from about 0°C to 60°C, preferably 10°C 

30 to 50°C, more preferably 20°C to 40°C. The reaction time usually ranges from about 0.5 to 3 hours, preferably 1 to 2 
hours. 

[0043] The nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring in Compound 3 as a compound represented by 
Formula (IV) is alkylated to give Compound 4 as a compound represented by Formula (II) (third step). Examples of an 
alkylating agent used for alkylation in the third step include alkyl halides, alkyl tosylates and alkyl mesylates, with alkyl 

35 halides being preferred. A preferred alkyl halide has an isopropyl group as its alkyl moiety. Examples of an isopropylating 
agent include isopropyl iodide, isopropyl methanesulfonate and isopropyl p-toluenesulfonate, with isopropyl iodide 
being preferred. Examples of a base available for use include organic bases (e.g., amines) and inorganic bases. Pre- 
ferred are diisopropylethylamine, triethylamine, morpholine, piperidine, pyrrolidine and pyridine, and more preferred is 
triethylamine. Any solvent may be used as long as it is inert to the reaction. Preferred are aprotic polar solvents and 

40 alcohol solvents, and more preferred are dimethylimidazolidinone, dimethylformamide, acetonitrile and the like. The 
alkylating agent is generally used in an amount of 6 to 15 equivalents, preferably 7 to 13 equivalents, more preferably 
8 to 12 equivalents, particularly preferably 8 to 10 equivalents, relative to the compound represented by Formula (I) 
used in the first step. The base is generally used in an amount of 5 to 15 equivalents, preferably 7 to 13 equivalents, 
more preferably 8 to 12 equivalents, relative to the compound represented by Formula (I). The solvent is generally 

•*5 used in a 2- to 12-fold amount, preferably in a 3- to 1 0-fold amount, more preferably in a 3- to 8-fold amount, particularly 
preferably in a 3- to 6-fold amount, relative to the compound represented by Formula (I) used in the first step. The 
reaction temperature usually ranges from about 0°C to 130°C, preferably 50°C to 100°C, more preferably 60°C to 
90°C. The reaction time usually ranges from about 3 hours to 10 days, preferably 5 to 10 hours. 
[0044] Compound 4 as a compound represented by Formula (II) is converted into a fumarate salt to give a fumarate 

so salt of Compound 4 as a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) (fourth step). 

[0045] Conversion into a fumarate salt is accomplished by a standard technique for salt formation. Examples of a 
solvent available for use include aicohoi solvents, ether solvents, acetone and ethyl acetate, with alcohol solvents 
being preferred. Among these, preferred are methanol, ethanol and isopropanol, more preferred are methanol and 
isopropanol, and particularly preferred is isopropanol. These solvents may be used alone or in combination. In a case 

55 where fumaric acid is used for the conversion into a fumarate salt, fumaric acid is generally used in an amount of 0.3 
to 2 equivalents, preferably 0.3 to 1 equivalent, more preferably 0.4 to 0.8 equivalents, particularly preferably 0.4 to 
0.6 equivalents, relative to the compound represented by Formula (II). The reaction temperature usually ranges from 
about 20°C to 100°C, preferably 0°C to 90°C, more preferably 20°C to 80°C. The reaction time usually ranges from 
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about 1 to 6 hours, preferably 3 to 4 hours. 

[0046] The fumarate salt of Compound 4 as a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) is purified 
to give a purified fumarate salt of Compound 4 (fifth step). 

[0047] A fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) is purified, as needed. Purification is preferably 
5 accomplished by recrystallization. Examples of a solvent for recrystallization include ester solvents which may contain 
water, alcohol solvents which may contain water, ether solvents which may contain water, and mixed solvents thereof. 
Preferred are isopropanol, a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent and a mixed ethyl, acetate/water solvent, and more 
preferred are isopropanol and a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent. The mixing ratio between methanol and isopro- 
panol preferably ranges from 10:90 to 50:50, more preferably 20:80 to 30:70. The mixing ratio between ethyl acetate 
10 and water preferably ranges from 99.5:0.5 to 95:5, more preferably 99:1 to 96:4, particularly preferably 98.5:1 .5 to 97:3. 
[0048] Preferably, the above recrystallization step is performed at decreasing temperature. It usually starts at a tem- 
perature of 10°C to 100°C, preferably 10°C to 90°C, more preferably 20°C to 80°C, particularly preferably 70°C to 
80°C. The temperature usually decreases at a rate of 5°C/hour to 130°C/hour, preferably 10°C/hour to 120°C/hour, 
more preferably 10°C/hour to 50°C/hour, particularly preferably 10°C/hour to 30°C/hour. The temperature usually de- 
15 creases to a final temperature of -1 0°C to 0°C. 

[0049] When recrystallization is performed for purification, it is preferably repeated twice or more. In such a case 
where recrystallization is repeated twice or more, the fumarate salt is preferably recrystallized from isopropanol and 
then from a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent. 

20 EXAMPLES 

[0050] The present invention will be further described in the following Examples, which are not intended to limit the 
scope of the invention. In the following Examples, 1 H-NMRdata present characteristic peaks only. The conversion and 
purity were determined by high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC). 

25 

Example 1; Synthesis of Z compound (Compound 6) 

[0051] Ethyl acetate (63.1 kg) was added to Compound 5 (dihydroxy compound; 14 kg) and sodium bicarbonate 
(11 .3 kg). After this mixture was heated to 55°C, benzyloxycarbonyl chloride (6.6 kg) was added and stirred for 1 hour. 

30 Additional benzyloxycarbonyl chloride (29.5 kg) was added and stirred for 1 hour, followed by cooling. As a result, the 
starting dihydroxy compound (Compound 5) and its reaction intermediate (Compound 5 protected with one benzyloxy- 
carbonyl group) completely disappeared and they were each converted into the titled compound. 
[0052] To this solution, pyridine (0.015 kg) was added and stirred for 0.5 hours. This procedure, where pyridine (0.015 
kg) was added and stirred for 0.5 hours, was repeated 3 times more, followed by addition of additional pyridine (5.3 kg). 

35 [0053] To this solution, water (70.0 kg) was added and stirred, followed by partition to remove the aqueous phase. 
Further, the organic phase was washed with saturated brine (70.0 kg) and concentrated under reduced pressure to 
give the titled compound as an oil. 
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Example 2: Synthesis of monomethyl compound (Compound 7) c 

[0054] The compound prepared in Example 1 was used without isolation and purification. To this compound, methanol 
(88.5 kg), 10% palladium-carbon (3.6 kg) and sodium bicarbonate (16.2 kg) were added and stirred under a hydrogen 
atmosphere (0.1 to 0.4 MPa) for 1 hour at 25°C to 50°C. As a result, the starting Z compound (Compound 6) and its 
reaction intermediate (Compound 6 lacking one benzyloxycarbonyl group by deprotection) completely disappeared 
and they were each converted into the titled compound. After the palladium-carbon was filtered off, the filtrate was 
concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was dissolved in ethyl acetate (88.4 kg), to which saturated aqueous 
sodium bicarbonate (49.0 kg) was then added and stirred, followed by partition to remove the aqueous phase. The 
organic phase was then washed with saturated brine (49.0 kg) and concentrated under reduced pressure to give the 
titled compound as an oil. 
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50 Example 3: Synthesis of isopropyl compound (Compound 8) 

[0055] The compound prepared in Example 2 was used without isolation and purification. To this compound, 
1 ,3-dimethyl-2-imidazolidinone (58.9 kg) was added. To this solution, triethylamine (19.5 kg) and isopropyl iodide (29.4 
kg) were added at 75°C and stirred with heating for 6 hours to convert 98% of the starting monomethyl compound 
55 (Compound 7) into the titled compound. After cooling to 30°C or below, ethyl acetate (82.0 kg) and 25% aqueous 
ammonia (3.6 kg) were added. To this solution, water (70.0 kg) was further added and stirred, followed by partition to 
remove the aqueous phase. This procedure, where water was added and stirred, followed by partition to remove the 
aqueous phase, was repeated twice more. The resulting organic phase was concentrated under reduced pressure to 
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give the titled compound. 



Me. ,/i-Pr 




Example 4: Synthesis of amo compound (fumarate salt of Compound 3) 

[0056] The compound prepared in Example 3 was used without isolation and purification. To this compound, f umaric 
25 acid (1.1 kg) and isopropano! (109.9 kg) were added and heated to 71 °C, followed by cooling to 10°C or below at a 
rate of 20°C/hour. The precipitated crystals were collected by filtration to give crystals of the titled compound (wet 
powders; calculated dry yield: 86.2%; purity: 92.21%). To the wet powders, isopropanol (106.0 kg) was added and 
heated to 71 °C, followed by cooling to 10°C or below at a rate of 20°C/hour. The precipitated crystals were collected 
by filtration to give crystals of the titled compound (wet powders; purity: 98.74%). 

30 

Example 5: Purification of amo compound (fumarate salt of compound 8) 

[0057] The crystals prepared in Example 4 were used without drying. To the crystals, methanol (2.5 volumes per 
calculated dry weight of the compound prepared in Example 4) and isopropanol (7.5 volumes per calculated dry weight 
35 of the compound prepared in Example 4) were added and heated to 60°C, followed by cooling to 0°C or below at a 
rate of 20°C/hour. The precipitated crystals were collected by filtration to give crystals (wet powders) of the titled com- 
pound. The above procedure was repeated once again without drying the resulting crystals to give crystals of the titled 
compound (wet powders; purity: 99.44%). 

40 Example 6: Synthesis of Z compound (Compound 10) 

[0058] Ethyl acetate (225 mL) was added to Compound 9 (dihydroxy compound; 45.0 g, 63.1 mmol) and sodium 
bicarbonate (37.1 g, 441 .6 mmol). After this mixture was heated to 55°C, benzyloxycarbonyl chloride (21 .5 g, 126.2 
mmol) was added and stirred for 1 hour. As a result, the starting dihydroxy compound (Compound 9) and its reaction 
45 intermediate (Compound 9 protected with one benzyloxycarbonyl group) completely disappeared and they were each 
converted into the titled compound. Additional benzyloxycarbonyl chloride (96.9 g, 567.7 mmol) was added and stirred 
for 1 hour, followed by cooling. 

[0059] To this reaction mixture, water (300 mL) was added and stirred, followed by partition to remove the aqueous 
phase. This procedure, where water (300 mL) was added and stirred, followed by partition to remove the aqueous 
so phase, was repeated twice more. Further, the organic phase was washed with saturated brine (200 mL) and concen- 
trated under reduced pressure to give the titled compound (140.3 g) as an oil. 
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Example 7: Synthesis of monomethyl compound (Compound 11) 

[0060] The compound prepared in Example 6 was used without isolation and purification. To this compound (20.4 
g, 28.6 mmol), methanol (102 mL), 10% palladium-carbon (5.3 g) and sodium bicarbonate (24.0 g, 285.7 mmol) were 
added and stirred under a hydrogen atmosphere (0.1 to 0.4 MPa) for 1 hour at 25°C to 50°C. As a result, the starting 
Z compound (Compound 10) and its reaction intermediate (Compound 10 lacking one benzyloxycarbonyl group by 
deprotection) completely disappeared and they were each converted into the titled compound. After the palladium- 
carbon was filtered off, the filtrate was concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was dissolved in ethyl acetate 
(300 mL), to which water (200 mL) was then added and stirred, followed by partition to remove the aqueous phase. 
To this solution, additional water (200 mL) was added and stirred, followed by partition to remove the aqueous phase. 
Similarly, the organic phase was then washed with saturated brine (200 mL) and concentrated under reduced pressure 
to give the titled compound (26.3 g) as an oil. 
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Example 8: Synthesis of isopropyl compound (Compound 12) 

20 

[0061] The compound (21.6 g, 30.8 mmol) prepared in Example 7 was used without isolation and purification. To 
this compound, 1 ,3-dimethyl-2-imidazolidinone (86 mL) was added. To this solution, triethylamine (31 .1 g, 307.5 mmol) 
and isopropyl iodide (47.0 g, 276.8 mmol) were added at 75°C and stirred with heating for 6 hours to convert 98% of 
the starting monomethyl compound (Compound 11) into the titled compound. After cooling to 30°C or below, ethyl 
25 acetate (500 mL) and 25% aqueous ammonia (5.4 mL) were added. To this solution, water (300 mL) was further added 
and stirred, followed by partition to remove the aqueous phase. This procedure, where water (300 mL) was further 
added and stirred, followed by partition to remove the aqueous phase, was repeated 3 times. The organic phase was 
concentrated under reduced pressure to give the titled compound (22.1 g). 
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50 

Example 9: Synthesis of amo compound (fumarate salt of Compound 12) 

[0062] The compound prepared in Example 8 was used without isolation and purification. To this compound (17.0 
g, 22.9 mmol), fumaric acid (1 .3 g) and isopropanol (170 mL) were added and heated to 71 °C, followed by cooling to 
55 io°C or below at a rate of 20°C/hour. The precipitated crystals were collected by filtration to give crystals (6.8 g) of 
amo compound (fumarate salt of Compound 12). 
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Example 10: Purification of amo compound (fumarate salt of Compound 12) 

[0063] The crystals prepared in Example 9 were used without drying. To the crystals (6.59 g), methanol (8.2 mL) and 
isopropanol (24.8 mL) were added and heated to 60°C, followed by cooling to 0°C or below at a rate of 20°C/hour. 
The precipitated crystals were collected by filtration to give crystals (4.83 g; purity: 98.77%) of amo compound (fumarate 
salt of Compound 12). 
1 H-NNR(CDCI 3 , ppm): 

4.9-5.0(1 H.dd), 4.8(1H,d), 4.4(1H,dd), 3.9-4.1 (2H,m), 3.8-3.9(2H,m), 3.5(1 H,m), 3.3(3H,s), 3.1 -3.2(1 H,m), 
2.9-3.1 (2H,m), 2.3-2.8(6H,m) l 2.2(3H,s), 1 .5-2.1 (8H,m), 1 .0-1 .5(34H,m), 0.9(3H,t) 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0064] The preparation method of the present invention is industrially advantageous in (1) providing improved reac- 
tion efficiency and reduced reaction time, (2) allowing dramatic simplification of the process and saving the time and 
labor required for the process due to elimination of procedures such as solvent replacement, (3) reducing the risk of 
product decomposition during reaction, (4) reducing the content of residual solvent because the resulting reaction 
product is easy to dry, (5) yielding compounds of high quality and high purity, etc. Thus, the preparation method of the 
present invention is useful for industrial preparation. 



Claims 

1. A method for preparing a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 



Me. r R 2 




(wherein represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 



26 



EP1 314 737 A1 



Me... Me 
N 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) to give a compound represented by Formula 
(III): 



Mex Kl ^R 3 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 
represents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (111) to give a compound repre- 
sented by Formula (IV): 
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(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 

alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring in the compound represented by Formula 

(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); and 

converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt; 

wherein the compound represented by Formula (I) is carbamated in the presence of a cyclic ether or a 
carboxylic ester to give the compound represented by Formula (III). 

A method for preparing a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 



Me^.Me 




(wherein R., represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) to give a compound represented by Formula 
(HI): 
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(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 
represents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing ail carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound repre- 
sented by Formula (IV): 




(IV) 



(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 

alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring in the compound represented by Formula 

(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); and 

converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt; 

wherein the carbamate groups of the compound represented by Formula (III) are removed in the presence 
of sodium bicarbonate to give the compound represented by Formula (IV). 

A method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 



29 



EP1 314 737 A1 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alky! group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 



N 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) to give a compound represented by Formula 
(HI): 
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(wherein R-, represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 
represents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound repre- 
sented by Formula (IV): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 

alkylating the nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring In the compound represented by Formula 
(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); 

converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt to give a fumarate salt of the com- 
pound; and 

crystallizing the fumarate salt from an alcohol-containing solvent; 
wherein the crystal is obtained by crystallization from isopropanol. 
A method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 




(wherein represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 
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Me. .Me 
N 




(wherein R n represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) to give a compound represented by Formula 
(III): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 
represents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound repre- 
sented by Formula (IV): 
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(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 

alkylating the nitrogen atom at the S'-position of the desosamine ring in the compound represented by Formula 
(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); 

converting the compound. represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt to give a fumarate salt of the com- 
pound; 

crystallizing the fumarate salt from an alcohol-containing solvent to give a crystal; and 
recrystallizing the crystal from an alcohol-containing solvent; 

wherein the crystal is recrystallized from isopropanol. 

A method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 
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Me*, .Me- 
N 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) to give a compound represented by Formula 
(III): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 
represents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III) to give a compound repre- 
sented by Formula (IV): 




(wherein R t represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 
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alkylating.the nitrogen atom at the 3'-position of the desosamine ring in the compound represented by Formula 
(IV) to give the compound represented by Formula (II); 

converting the compound represented by Formula (II) into a fumarate salt to give a fumarate salt of the com- 
pound; 

crystallizing the fumarate salt from an alcohol-containing solvent to give a crystal; and 
recrystallizing the crystal from an alcohol-containing solvent; 

wherein the crystal is recrystallized from isopropanol and then from a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent. 

A method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises: 

carbamating a compound represented by Formula (I): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) in the presence of a cyclic ether or a carboxylic 
ester to give a compound represented by Formula (III): 



35 



EP 1 314 737 A1 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 
represents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group); 

removing all carbamate groups from the compound represented by Formula (III); 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 
represents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group) in the presence of sodium bicarbonate to give a compound 
represented by Formula (IV): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group); 
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crystallizing a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) from isopropanol to give a crystal 
of the fumarate salt of the compound; and 

recrystallizing the crystal from isopropanol and then from a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent. 
A method for preparing a compound represented by Formula (Itl): 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 repre- 
sents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group), which comprises carbamating a compound represented by Formula 
(I): 



N 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group) in the presence of a cyclic ether or a carboxylic 
ester. 

A method for preparing a compound represented by Formula (IV): 
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(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alky! group), which comprises removing all carbamate groups 
- from a compound represented by Formula (III): 



25 



30 




(wherein R n represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 3 represents a carbamate group, and R 4 repre 
sents a hydrogen atom or a carbamate group) in the presence of sodium bicarbonate. 

40 9. A method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 



45 



50 



55 
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(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises crystallizing a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) from isopropanol. 

0. A method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 




(ii) 



(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises recrystallizing a crystal of a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) from isopropanol. 

1 . A method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 



■Me. r R 2 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises recrystallizing a crystal of a fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II) from isopropanol 
and then from a mixed methanol/isopropanol solvent. 

2. A method for preparing a crystal of a fumarate salt of a compound represented by Formula (II): 
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15 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower atkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group), which 
comprises crystallizing a fumarate salt of the compound represented by. Formula (II) from isopropanol to give a 
20 crystal of the fumarate salt of the compound, and recrystailizing the crystal from isopropanol and then from a mixed 

methanol/isopropanol solvent. 

13. The method according to claim 1 or 6, wherein the cyclic ether or carboxylic ester is a carboxylic ester 

25 14. The method according to claim 13, wherein the carboxylic ester is an acetic ester. 

15. The method according to claim 13, wherein the carboxylic ester is ethyl acetate. 

1 6. The method according to any one of claims 1 -6, wherein the fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula 
so (||): 




(») 



(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group) is crystal- 
lized at decreasing temperature. 

50 

1 7. The method according to claim 1 6, wherein the temperature decreases at a rate of 1 0°C/hour to 1 20°C/hour. 

1 8. The method according to any one of claims 1 -6 and 1 6-1 7, wherein the crystal of the fumarate salt of the compound 
represented by Formula (II): 

55 
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(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alky I group) is recrys- 
tallized at decreasing temperature. 

20 1 9. The method according to claim 1 8, wherein the temperature decreases at a rate of 1 0°C/hour to 1 20°C/hour. 

20. The method according to claim 9, wherein the fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II): 



25 



30 



35 




(ii) 



40 

(wherein represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group) is crystal- 
lized at decreasing temperature. 

21. The method according to claim 20, wherein the temperature decreases at a rate of 10°C/hour to 120°C/hour. 

45 

22. The method according to claim 12, wherein the fumarate salt of the compound represented by Formula (II): 



55 
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(ID 



(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group) is crystal- 
lized at decreasing temperature. 

20 

23. The method according to claim 22, wherein the temperature decreases at a rate of 10°C/hour to 120°C/hour. 

24. The method according to any one of claims 10-12 and 22-23, wherein the crystal of the fumarate salt of the com- 
pound represented by Formula (II): 

25 




(wherein R 1 represents a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group) is recrys- 
tallized at decreasing temperature. 

45 

25. The method according to claim 24, wherein the temperature decreases at a rate of 10°C/hour to 120°C/hour. 

26. The method according to any one of claims 1-6 and 13-19, wherein R 3 and/or R 4 is a benzyloxycarbonyl group. 
so 27. The method according to any one of claims 1-26, wherein ft^ is a methyl group. 

28. The method according to any one of claims 1 -6 and 9-26, wherein R 1 is a methyl group and R 2 is an isopropyl group. 



55 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. □ Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. CI] Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box H Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See extra sheet. 



1. [3 As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. [] As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. n As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international 

search report is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

|^| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box No. II of continuation of first sheet (1) 

The production processes of claims 1 to 6 are common with each other in 
the steps of converting a compound represented by the general formula (I) 
into a carbamate to obtain a compound represented by the general formula (III) , 
removing the carbamate group from the compound to obtain a compound represented 
by the general formula (IV) , alkylating the 3 1 -position nitrogen atom of the 
desosamine of the compound to obtain a compound represented by the general 
formula (II) , and converting this compound into a fumaric acid salt. However, 
these steps were known before the filing date for this application in view 
of the statement in JP, 9-100291, A. 

It is considered from the above that the following four groups of inventions 
are disclosed in the claims. 

Group I: Claims 1-6, 7, 13-19, and 26-28 whose special technical feature 
resides in that a compound represented by the general formula (I) is converted 
into a carbamate in the presence of a cyclic ether or carboxylic ester to 
obtain a compound represented by the general formula (III) . 

Group II: Claims 2, 8, 16-19, and 26-28 whose special technical feature 
resides in that the carbamate group is removed from a compound represented 
by the general formula (III) in the presence of sodium hydrogen carbonate. 

Group III: Claims 3, 9, 12, and 16-2 8 whose special technical feature resides 
in that the fumaric acid salt of a compound represented by the general formula 
(II) is crystallized with isopropanol. 

Group IV: Claims 4, 5, 10, 11, 16-19, and 24-2 8 whose special technical 
feature resides in that crystals of the fumaric acid salt of a compound 
represented by the general formula (II) are recrystallized with isopropanol . 

(In each of claims 16-19 and 24-28, two or more claims are cited. 
Consequently, only the parts relating to the citations fall under respective 
groups of inventions . ) 

As shown above, the special technical features of groups I to IV reside 
in different steps. They are not considered to be so linked as to form a 
single general inventive concept. 

Therefore, the number of inventions disclosed in the claims is 4. This 
international application is considered not to comply with the requirement 
of unity of invention. 
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